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OPTIMISM FOR THE FUTURE OF THE UTAH STATE FAIR 
 
 
 
Since April, our community has been deeply involved with the future of 
the Utah State Fairpark.  If you may recall, the actual ability of the 
Fairpark to host this year’s Utah State Fair was called into question 
because several buildings were deemed unusable for safety concerns.  
 
Things have been happening, and the Utah State Fair is happening next 
month: starting on Thursday, September 4th and ending on Sunday, 
September 14th.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What was and What is 
 
For many years, the Fairpark Community has had a love/hate 
relationship with its namesake, the Utah State Fairpark. We love the 
Fairpark, both for its prominent role in our community and what it 
represents for the entire State.  We’ve also kind of hated the place as 
we’ve watched its building deteriorate and as the Utah State Fair seemed 
to be diminishing in terms of relevance. For many of us in the 
community, the annual Utah State Fair, for a couple of weeks each year, 
defines our community. But for the rest of the year, this big chunk of 
land in our community is, with its fences, inaccessible and, visibly, a 
kind of barren, depressing thing to look at.  We’ve known that it could be 
better; we’ve feared that it might become worse.  
 
Things came to a head this last session of the Utah State Legislature 
when Utah State Fair made urgent request for more than a million 
dollars – almost twice as much as its usual request for State support.  
The immediate cause for this funding request was the result of low 
attendance at last year’s Utah State Fair because of bad weather.  But in 
a larger sense, not for the first time, the Legislature was confronted with 
reality that the nonprofit organization it had created several decades ago 
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to operate the annual Utah State Fair without government funding was 
not meeting that mandate.  In fact, because of the Legislature’s failure to 
invest in the upkeep of the buildings and other facilities, the Fairpark’s  
role in hosting the annual Utah State Fair and other events is not fiscally 
viable. 
 

What to do? 
  
The Utah State Fair 
actually is an 
independent nonprofit 
corporation,  which is 
contracted by the Utah 
State Government to 
operate the annual 
Utah State Fair.   
 
 
 

Photo shows renovation activities on one of the barns. 
 
On July 14, 2014, the Utah State Fairpark issued a Press Release titled “Utah 
State Fairpark Board of Directors announces Renovation Proposals which 
include a Real Salt Lake Minor League Soccer Stadium”.  Attached, on the next 
page, is a copy of that Press Release.  The press release describes proposed 
changes to the Fair Park, which include a new soccer stadium, a new expo 
building, and updated rodeo grounds, all of which would help the site fulfill the 
goal to be a year-round, sustainable facility.  The State Fair Park Board will be 
meeting with the Governor and his staff to these changes, and hopefully move 
forward to much anticipated changes to the Fairpark grounds.  This will be a 
developing story, so check back on our homepage for the latest news. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CONTACT: Aaron Evans 

Email: aevans@lovecomm.net 

Phone: (801) 519-8880  
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